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REPORT RECOGNIZES NAPERVILLE CARES’ CAR DONATION
PROGRAM AS A MODEL AND AS A

POVERTY ELIMINATION STRATEGY THAT WORKS

CHICAGO—In the midst of the recession, the state budget crisis, and historic 
unemployment rates, local communities are grappling with how to meet the needs of the 
growing number of individuals and families experiencing extreme poverty and hardship. 
Poverty Elimination Strategies that Work, a report released Thursday by Heartland Alliance, 
highlights numerous local solutions being used by communities around the state and 
the country. This report is a tool kit for local planning to help neighborhood groups, 
faith communities, service providers, policymakers, and others, creating solutions that 
fundamentally address poverty.

Naperville CARES’ Car Donation Program repairs donated cars to make them road-
worthy for Naperville residents in need of transportation.  Since the programs inception, 
it has received over 1,000 donated cars.  The program sells or scraps the cars that are not 
able to be economically fixed and that money along with grant money from the United Way 
supports the program.

In addition to Naperville CARES’ Car Donation Program, the web-based report provides 
more than 50 Poverty Elimination Strategies that Work—from adult literacy programs and 
Transitional Jobs to carpooling and child care—along with links to more information and 
additional resources.

“This report is meant to be both a catalyst to move individuals and organizations to 
take action in their own communities and a tool to help connect people experiencing 
poverty with existing programs and resources,” said Kimberly Drew, policy associate with 
Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights. “We must advocate for changing 
systems and policies in tandem with local program implementation if we want to have any 
real impact on poverty levels in our state and realize human rights.”
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The report was developed not only as a resource for local communities but also with an 
eye toward a much broader and ambitious goal. The strategies highlighted in the report will 
be considered as possible recommendations for a comprehensive statewide plan currently 
being developed by the Illinois Commission on the Elimination of Poverty.  Heartland 
Alliance worked with the Illinois legislature to establish the Commission on the Elimination 
of Poverty that is charged with creating a substantive, measurable plan, grounded in human 
rights standards, to cut extreme poverty in Illinois in half by the year 2015.

-###-

Naperville CARES (Community Acting in Response to Economic Stress) is a volunteer-driven 
organization providing assistance to Naperville families experiencing economic crisis.  Naperville CARES’ 
mission is to provide resources to people within the Naperville community who need assistance to avoid 
homelessness and attain self sufficiency.  http://www.napervillecares.org/default.asp

Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights is a service-based human rights 
organization advancing human rights and responding to the human needs of endangered populations – 
particularly the poor, the isolated, and the displaced – through the provision of comprehensive and respectful 
services and the promotion of permanent solutions leading to a more just global society.

The From Poverty to Opportunity Campaign: Realizing Human Rights in Illinois is 
a grassroots, human rights campaign developing the political will and substantive plans to end poverty in 
our state.  The Campaign was established to create a comprehensive vision and a workable plan grounded 
in human rights standards that will halve extreme poverty in Illinois by the year 2015. The Campaign 
contextualizes poverty within the human rights framework, facilitates conversations across parties and 
interests in order to build shared understanding and urgency, uses our collective knowledge to identify 
solutions, and leverages our collective commitment to human rights to press for real change.
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